
 

    
  OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             

 
2020 CENSUS TASKFORCE 

 ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
November 19, 2018 
  
The 2020 Census Taskforce Advisory Committee of the City of Mesa met in the Mesa City Plaza 
Building, 20 East Main Street, Suite 170, on November 19, 2018 at 2:07 p.m. 
 
COMMITTEE PRESENT 

 
  COMMITTEE ABSENT 

 
STAFF PRESENT 

   
Councilmember Heredia, Chairman 
Paul Anderson 
Alan Beveridge 
Kevin Broeckling 
Kimberly Crowther Miller 
Norm Duve 
Sally Harrison 
Mike Hutchinson 
Winnie Kaplan 
Monica Margillan 
Yasmin Martinez 
David McNeil 
Kristine Nau 
Duane Oakes 
Jose Patiño 
Mark Yockus 
 

Juan Brown 
Joe McCawley 
Tara McCollum Plese 
Frankie Jo Rios 
Ezekiel Santos 
Magdalena Schwartz 
Carey Slade 
Mark Young 

Geoffrey Balon 
Scott Butler 
Jackie Ganier 
Nathan Kelly  
Dee Ann Mickelsen 
Jeffrey Robbins 
Alfred Smith 

Chairman Heredia excused Committeemembers Juan Brown, Joe McCawley, Tara McCollum Plese, 
Frankie Jo Rios, Ezekiel Santos, Magdalena Schwartz, Carey Slade, and Mark Young from the entire 
meeting. 
 
Committeemember Mike Hutchinson arrived at 2:40 p.m. 

 
1. Call to Order. 

 
Chairperson Heredia called the meeting to order. 

 
2. Introductions. 

 
Committeemember introductions. 
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3. Discuss, nominate and take action on electing a vice-chair. 
 

It was moved by Chairman Heredia, seconded by Committeemember Harrison, that Monica 
Margillan be elected as vice-chair. 
  
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
 
AYES – Heredia-Anderson-Beveridge-Broeckling-Crowther Miller-Duve-Harrison-Kaplan- 
              Margillan-Martinez-McNeil-Nau-Oakes- Patiño-Yockus 
NAYS – None 
ABSENT – Brown-Hutchinson-McCawley-McCollum Plese-Rios-Santos-Schwartz-Slade-Young 
 
Chairman Heredia declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 
   

4. Items from Citizens Present. 
 

There were no items from citizens present. 
 

5. Hear a presentation regarding open meeting law. 
 
Assistant City Prosecutor Geoffrey Balon displayed a Power Point presentation. (See 
Attachment 1) He commented that meetings of public bodies be conducted in an area open to 
the public per the Arizona Open Meeting Law (OML).   
 
Deputy City Attorney Alfred Smith emphasized to the committee the importance of not using 
“reply all” on emails regarding taskforce business as such an action is considered a meeting 
under the OML.  He noted that all questions or conversations should be directed to 
Management Assistant Jeff.   
 
Chairman Heredia thanked staff for the presentation. 
  

6. Hear a presentation, discuss and take action on the 2020 Census and taskforce purpose, 
mission, and milestones. 
 
Management Assistant Jeffrey Robbins displayed a Power Point presentation. (See 
Attachment 2) He commented that having an accurate count on population affects the amount 
of federal funding received. 
 
Mr. Robbins pointed out that responses to the 2020 Census will be primarily through the 
internet, then phone, followed by the traditional form.  (See Page 4 of Attachment 2) He 
emphasized the importance on educating the public on the new process.   

Mr. Robbins highlighted the 2010 Census map and stated that Council Districts 3 and 4 are the 
areas that need improved participation. (See Page 7 of Attachment 14)   
 
Deputy City Attorney Alfred Smith explained that a number of municipalities throughout the 
United States are challenging a question on the census forms that addresses citizenship and 
are currently in litigation over the issue.  He added that Mesa is not one of those municipalities.  



2020 Census Taskforce Advisory Committee 
November 19, 2018 
Page 3 

 
 

He advised that citizens should answer the questions they are comfortable with. (See Page 9 of 
Attachment 2) 
 
In response to a question posed by Chairman Heredia, Mr. Smith commented that a possible 
decision on the litigation may come as late as June 2019.  He stated staff will keep the 
committee updated. 
 
In response to a question from Chairman Heredia, Mr. Robbins responded that printing of the 
Census Questionnaire will probably occur in May or June 2019. 
 
In response to questions posed by Committeemember Margillan, Mr. Smith replied that an 
incomplete census form will still be counted and is unaware of the placement of the citizenship 
question on the 2020 Census questionnaire. 
 
Vianey Celestino, U.S. Census Bureau Partnership Specialist clarified that the only question 
that would invalidate the census form is if the one that addresses the number of people in the 
household was not completed. 
 
Discussion ensued relative to educating the public, improving participation, and how to reach 
“hard to count” individuals. (See Page 10 of Attachment 2) 
 
In response to a question posed by Committeemember Crowther Miller, Ms. Celestino reported 
that if a questionnaire has a discrepancy such as two individuals with the same name in two 
different counties, the Census Bureau compares the questionnaires in order to prevent the 
double counting of individuals.   
 
It was moved by Committeemember Duve, seconded by Committeemember Hutchinson, that 
the Taskforce Meeting Schedule and Objectives be adopted. (See Page 14 of Attachment 2) 
  
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
 
AYES – Heredia-Anderson-Beveridge-Broeckling-Crowther Miller-Duve-Harrison-Hutchinson- 
              Kaplan-Margillan-Martinez-McNeil-Nau-Oakes- Patiño-Yockus 
NAYS – None 
ABSENT – Brown-McCawley-McCollum Plese-Rios-Santos-Schwartz-Slade-Young 
 
Chairman Heredia declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 
 
Chairman Heredia thanked staff for the presentation. 

 
7. Hear a presentation and discuss the Taskforce budget. 
 

Management Assistant Jeffrey Robbins remarked that Maricopa Association of Governments 
(MAG) has a Countywide 2020 Census campaign where Mesa contributes between $50-
$100,000 and the City has committed an additional $30,000 specific to the 2020 Census 
Taskforce Advisory Committee for FY 2018-19.   
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Mr. Robbins stated that the committee will need to determine types of activities as well as costs 
to promote the 2020 Census.  He added that a tax-deductible donation can be given by an 
organization to the 2020 Census Taskforce Advisory Committee to increase funding.   
 
In response to a question posed by Committeemember Hutchinson, Mr. Robbins responded that 
a vast majority of municipalities have formed similar committees. 
 
In response to a question from Committeemember Margillan, Mr. Robbins clarified that the 
$30,000 includes marketing costs.   
 
Chairman Heredia requested the committee recruit volunteers to assist with informing Mesa 
residents about the 2020 Census. 
 
Chairman Heredia thanked staff for the presentation. 

 
8. Hear a presentation, discuss, and take action on distributing job postings for Census jobs. 
 

Vianey Celestino, U.S. Census Bureau Partnership Specialist displayed a Power Point 
presentation. (See Attachment 3) She commented that she covers Maricopa County and the 
Phoenix area. 
 
Ms. Celestino reported that the Census Bureau is currently hiring and will have six offices 
throughout Arizona.  She pointed out that canvassing will be in central Phoenix and will open 
January 2019.  She added that in 2020 the Census Bureau will hire enumerators specifically for 
non-responsive residents.   
 
In response to a question posed by Chairman Heredia, Ms. Celestino responded that a Census 
office will not be located in Mesa, but will have locations in central Phoenix, Glendale, and 
possibly Gilbert.   
 
Management Assistant Jeffrey Robbins emphasized the importance of having local 
enumerators.  He pointed out that Mesa has many irregular housing units where it is unknown if 
a family lives on the backside of specific units. He added the importance of verifying the Local 
Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) list for Mesa. 
 
Discussion ensued relative to hiring of enumerators and the use of LUCA. 
 
Chairman Heredia clarified that distribution of the 2020 Census employment opportunities must 
be approved by the 2020 Census Taskforce Advisory Committee. (See Page 9 of Attachment 3) 
 
It was moved by Committeemember Patiño, seconded by Committeemember Harrison, that the 
Committee approve and distribute the 2020 Census employment posting announcements 
among their organizations. 
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9. 

10. 

Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 

AYES - Heredia-Anderson-Beveridge-Broeckling-Crowther Miller-Duve-Harrison-Hutchinson-
Kaplan-Margillan-Martinez-McNei I-Nau-Oakes- Patino-Yock us 

NAYS-None 
ABSENT- Brown-McCawley-McCollum Plese-Rios-Santos-Schwartz-Slade-Young 

Chairman Heredia declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 

Chairman Heredia requested that Ms. Celestino have the Census Bureau consider a possible 
office in Mesa. 

Chairman Heredia thanked Ms. Celestino for the presentation. 

Scheduling of Meetings and General Information. 

Management Assistant Jeffrey Robbins displayed a Power Point presentation. (See 
Attachment 4) He commented that Monday or Thursday meetings worked best for the 
committee. 

Next meeting date: 

• January 28, 2019

Adjournment. 

Without objection, the 2020 Census Taskforce Advisory Committee meeting adjourned at 3:30 
p.m.

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the 2020 
Census Taskforce Advisory Committee meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 19th day of 
November, 2018. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

�� 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
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